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In 1846 Levy Clendennan, a school master sold part of lot 18, sixth 
concession (one and three-quarter acre) to James Rae Benson, a merchant.   
The land was situated at the corner of James and Academy (now Church St.) 
streets.   The existing Clendennan-Benson home would later be repurposed to 
serve as the location for the first city hall for the city of St. Catharines, Ont.   
The home was demolished in October of 1936 when the city outgrew this 
location.   Today the current city hall, facing Church Street, occupies this 
location.   
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